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I am from Pecatonica, Illinois, and my father was born and raised in Dakota, Illinois. My 
mother was born in the Philippines, moved to Thailand when she was ten years old 
and then came to Coe College in Cedar Rapids for college. I come from a really small 
town that didn’t have very much diversity. I excelled academically, and was very 
excited to attend college.  
I came to Iowa State the summer before my freshman year in college. I was in a 
program called the Summer Program for Enhancing Engineering Development, also 
called SPEED for short. It was a program for minorities planning to study engineering 
in the fall. There were around 30 of us and we were all either multicultural, women, 
or in my case, both! It was a great program allowing me to experience undergraduate 
research with a professor at Iowa State in my field—Chemical Engineering—and get 
acclimated to campus and being away from home. 
 
One of the most fun and eye-opening 
experiences I have had so far in my academic 
career would have to have been last summer 
when I was a Cyclone Aide. I had such a great 
opportunity to meet so many new people and 
learn how I can contribute to a team. Cyclone 
Aides are students who help welcome the 
incoming class of new students to Iowa State 
University and get them ready to move in and 
start classes! What a fun job. 
Clubs and Organizations! 
Coming to Iowa State, I was really excited to get involved in all of the different clubs 
and organizations at Iowa State University. 
My freshman year, I was involved in the First-Year Honors Program (FHP) and The 
President’s Leadership Class (PLC). FHP was a really great opportunity to learn more 
about the Honors Program at Iowa State and meet so many other students who 
shared similar goals and interests as me. PLC was a wonderful class that met once a 
week in the President’s home where we learned about becoming better leaders while 
modeling after our leaders at the University and community. We were the class that 
got to learn from both President Geoffroy and President Leath! 
Get Active!! 
It’s important to stay active! Some of the activities that I do that are both fun and 
healthy are Intramural Sports and ice skating. I love playing Ultimate Frisbee and 
Volleyball. What is nice is that you don’t have to necessarily be an All-Star at a specific 
sport to play on an Intramural team. You simply have to enjoy what you  are doing!! 
Campus Living! 
This year I am living in Martin Hall and it is really great getting to know the other 
people in my building and on my floor. We have door decorating contests and Martin-
wide competitions like frozen T-shirt and “No-Shave-November” contests. 
Social Life 
I absolutely love dancing! There are so many opportunities to do what you love, and I 
find myself out and about during the weekends at dances with my church group, 
themed dances with different groups, and swing dancing!! How fun! 
At Iowa State University, there are many opportunities to go to different productions, 
concerts, and sporting events. I have so many fun memories with friends that I will 
never forget.  
Thanks for Reading!! 
I absolutely love it here at Iowa State University! I don’t think I could have asked for a 
better place to spend my Undergraduate Career. I have seen so much personal growth 
in these last couple of years, and I am so excited to see what God has in store for me 
in the years to come. 
